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McDonald’s Moments

Family Fun Night

It was wonderful to see so many
families here last Friday night enjoying
the fabulous weather and games on the
Oval. This year we added to the experience by opening the
classrooms so students and teachers could highlight the
amazing learning that has been happening.

Thank you to the staff who willingly give up their ‘free’ time
to attend these sessions.

Student Voice
In the next few weeks we have many opportunities for our
students to develop their leadership skills.

e  Our Student Leadership team and several other
Year 6 students will be attending a conference in
the city to learn about different aspects of
leaderships.

e ‘| Sea, | Care’ Ambassadors will be out in Port
Phillip Bay looking at our diverse marine life.

e ALL of our Prep — Year 6 students will be learning
about how to use their ‘voice’ when making
decisions as a group.

e ALL of our Prep — Year 6 students will be electing a
representative for the Student Representative
Council.

Lunch Time Activities

| have included this again as we had a few changes and
additions. It is wonderful to see such a variety of activities
for our students to enjoy. Thank you to staff who willingly
give up their break time.

This term, students can enjoy:

Monday — Small World Play with Mrs McDonald
Monday - Library with Mrs Towill

Tuesday — Developmental Play 9P-2) with Miss Farrugia
Tuesday — Drawing with Mrs Laity

Wednesday - Veggie Gardening with Brenda
Wednesday — Crocheting (yr. 3-6)

Thursday — Video Games with Mr Rylance

Thursday — Yoga with Mr Kornfeld

Friday — Mindfulness Meditation with Mrs McDonald
Friday — Sports training with Mr E.

Do you have a skill you would like to share with students
during a lunchtime club? Pop into the office and let us
know. We would love to have you here working with our
students.

NEW Uniform
Our rugby jumper order has arrived! Perfect timing, as the

weather starts to cool off. Our Year 5 and 6 students look
‘sharp’ in this new uniform item.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Nominations have now closed for the positions becoming
vacant next month. The number of incoming nominations
matched the required numbers for the School Council. This
means there will be no election required.

Our new School Council members are; Mrs Hannah
Mendelson, Mr Darren Hill and Mrs Kristy Wooden.
Returning School Councillors: Mrs Tanya White and Mrs
Lorna Bagworth. Remaining School Councillors Mrs Brooke
Monck, Mrs Melissa Walden and Mrs Claire Murray. Mrs
Natasha Mills is also returning as our Community Member
for 2018.

Tu Toa, Kia Kaha - Stand Strong, Have Strength
Regards,

Simone McDonald
Principal

See you all at Assembly this
Friday feohema



mailto:bittern.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.bitternps.vic.edu.au/

Pleasado nopark in the school

car park.

Itis dangerous. Children are not
allowed to be in the car park at any
time. Please do not walk your children through the car
park either. Please park at the front or back of the
school. If there is no space when you arrive please
drive around the block and wait for a space. Our car
park clears very quickly so please be patient. Itis a
good idea to organise a meeting place with your child
so that they know where to wait for a few moments if
you are held up getting a car park.

HOTDOG HELPERS
Welcome back to the New Year.
My name is Sue and I’'m the mum who organises the Hotdog
lunch on Fridays.
It’s not a hard job but it’s always handy to have a helper.
If you have a spare hour on a Friday between 12.30-1.30 I"'d
really appreciate your help.
Pop into the front office and put your name down on the
roster.
Looking forward to seeing the great helpers from last year
and hopefully some new faces?
Thanks Hot Dog Mum

REMINDER

o At the beginning of the school year
many parents chose a payment plan
for their children's Essential Items
for 2018. This is a signed
commitment to make regular
payments to the school and to make
full payment.

o Those families who have chosen this
payment plan are reminded that
payments are to be made
fortnightly, and completed prior to
the end of Term 1. Therefore, your
next instalment is due on Tuesday.

Thank you for your co-operation.

CSEF — FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES

Every Victorian child should have access to the world
of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important,
educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s
background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the
great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of
how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:

* $125 for primary school students

* 5225 for secondary school students

HOW TO APPLY
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF
application form or download from
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

NEW FOR 2018!

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in
2017, you do not need to complete an application
formin 2018 unless there has been a change in your
family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if
any of the following changes have occurred:
new student enrolments; your child has started or
changed schools in 2018 or you did not apply in
2017.

changed family circumstances; such as a change
of custody, change of name, concession card
number, or new siblings commencing at the school
in 2018.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.



ART ROOM UPDATE
Hopefully your children have
already come home excited
about all the great things |
have planned in Art for the
year. It has been wonderful to
meet so many friendly and
caring students, their
enthusiasm for learning is
fabulous to see!
| cannot wait to explore the world with all my young Artists!
In Art | love to use recycled materials.
Donations to the Art room that would be most gratefully
appreciated include:

e Clean newspaper (preferably staple free)

e Ice cream / yogurt containers

e (Clean meat trays

e Remnants of wool. The brighter the better!
e  Buttons.

Feel free to come in and say Hi, | am at Bittern PS on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Term 1 2018

iia

20 — 28" Feb — Somers Camp — Select students
only

Tuesday 20" Feb — School Council

Friday 23" Feb — Walk to School Day

Thursday 8t March — ISIC — select students
only

Wednesday 14" Mar — YR 6 Leadership
Conference [Melbourne]

Tuesday 20" Mar — School Council AGM

Thursday 22" Mar — Summer Lightning
Premiership
Friday 23™ Mar — Walk to School Day

Friday 23 Mar — COLOUR RUN fundraising
event
Thursday 29*" Mar — Term One ends. 2.30 pm

dismissal
258

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 16" April - Term Two begins

Term 2 2018
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February 2018
7th — Jayden Greve

9t" — Rueben Blok
Tarrant Martin

10" — Zachary Rowley
11" — Riley Hand

13t — Emily Batty
14" - Janaya Norton
16" — Emily Hand

20 — Xavier Connell
21% — Harry Mirabella

Fundraising
2018

Welcome to another year of fabulous fundraising
ideas.

This Term we hope to hold a community Colour
Run and begin to put together a Bittern Primary
School Cook Book.

We are proposing to hold a Gala evening
beginning with a Children’s Colour Run from
2.30 pm, followed by an Adults’ Colour Run from
5 pm.

We hope to have Muddy Hell Kids, Hamburgers,
Hotdogs and local entertainment, so keep Friday
234 March free so that you can come along and
join in the fun. Even if you don’t want to
run/walk the Colour Run course you can still be
involved by volunteering to man one of our colour
stations.

It is shaping up to be a great family night. Look
for a separate notice with sponsor form and
permission note.

We would also like you to search out your
favourite recipes which you are keen to share. Our
idea is to have your recipes collated into book
form with the art work done by our students. Our
fabulous new Art teacher Kim Laity is keen to
have the students’ work on pictures of your family
favourites, so please submit at least on recipe per
child to

vrynaard@bigpond.com then wait to see what we
can produce.
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Extend After School Care at
Bittern Primary

School

Recap

| cannot believe that
we are already into
week 4!

The past few weeks
have flown by and
star wars week was over before we knew it.
The highlight for the children were the
lightsaber icypoles we had on Friday.

In Week 2 everyone had a fantastic time
having waterfights and playing in our pool
over the hot days.

BEFORE @ AFTER
SCHOO,. CARE.

The children have asked for some Bayblades
for before and afterschool care and we look
forward to them being delivered this week.
A big welcome to Brianna, Imogen and
Zachary who recently have started at
afterschool care, | 630 happy you are
enjoying your time with us.

FITNESS CLUB,;

We calculated that Sam has run from

Bittern Primary school, all the way to our
Extend school in Frankston South. From
there, to our Extend school in Upwey. From
there all the way to our Extend school in
Lilydale and all the way back again! This is
over 200kms!

WHATS ON THIS WEEK:

Monday 19" of February i making something for
our pets or our bedrooms

Tuesday 20" of February- Outdoor hide and seek,
a disco and talent show.

Wednesday 21° of February- Make our own
Bayblades

Thursday 22" of February- Bayblade competiton
Friday the 23" of February- Bayblade

HOT DOGS THIS FRIDAY
HOT DOGS!!

Hot dogs will be available this Friday, at a cost of
$2.50. If you would like your child/ren to purchase
a hot dog, please send order in an envelope or bag
and return it to school this Friday together with

the correct money.
Thank you.
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Local Screening: Saturday 17" March ~ 6:30pm
Venue: Somers School camp Community Cinema, Lord Somers Rd Somers
Special guest: Score composer Tommy Spender Q&A session
Tickets: $20 includes wine upon arrival and nibbles
Suitable for mature audiences
rbooking comAKT https://www.trybooking.com/351799

Funds raised supporting Womin djeka Balnarring Ngargee ( festival)




