
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   
Term 3 2017 

Term 4 2017 

 
McDonald’s Moments        
 

Happy Holidays 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of 
Term Three. 
Well done to all of our students for a 
fantastic term of learning and making progress with your 
goals. It is now time to relax and recharge your batteries 
before returning on October 9th for another term of 
learning. 
 

Positive Feedback 
Recently we have had several CRTs [Casual relief teachers] 
here at school and I’d like to share the positive comments 
they have made about our fabulous students. 

¶ Keen to learn 

¶ Respectful 

¶ Helpful to others          

¶ Hard working 

¶ Happy 
 

Zone Athletics  
Congratulations to the five students who have progressed 
through to the next level of Athletics. 
Emma, Mia and Maxine will be competing in discus. Robert, 
in shot put and Jack will contend the long jump.  
 

Literacy & Numeracy Week –week 10  
Do you have your book character costume ready yet? 
There will be  

¶ Book character parade                     

¶ Come and Share a book event 

¶ STEM Activity Day 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Somers Camp 2018 
The nine-day residential outdoor and environmental 
experience camp for Year 5 & 6 students is on in February 
next year. If you are going to be in Year 5 or 6 next year 
and would like to be involved in this fantastic opportunity, 
keep an eye out for the Expression of Interest forms that 
will come out in Term Four. In the meantime, check out the 
website to see all that is on offer. 
www.somerscamp.vic.edu.au 
 

The School Dentist       
Next term we will have a mobile dental van 
to provide general dental care to the 
students. Families will receive the School Student Consent 
Form today.  
Consent forms to be returned to school by Friday 13th 
October. 
If you have any questions about this, please pop into the 
office. 
 

WWC – Working With Children Checks 
The School Council has updated the WWC Policy. The 
policy; is posted on the website, sent via Flexibuzz and 
included on Sentral.  
The office is also updating their WWC register. If you have a 
WWC pop into the office so that we can take a copy and 
add you to our list. 
 

RUOK Day 
Thursday 14th 
September is 
RUOK? Day. 
 
Something we are never too young to learn is that asking, 
"are you ok?" can make a difference. 
 
We want to inspire students to ask each other about the 
stuff that really matters and be there for one another when 
life gets a bit tough or stressful. 
 
By giving our children the confidence to start conversations 
regularly and with real care, they can be the generation 
that transforms the way we look out for anyone struggling 
with life. 
 
 

STEM –Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 
 
Next term our Year 5 and 6 students will be involved in an 
exciting 5 week programme at Western Port Secondary 
College. Separate information notes have gone home with 
the YR5 and YR6 students this week. 
 
 
 

Swimming 4th – 15th September.  

Monday 18th – Book Character Parade 

Monday 18th – ‘Share-a-book’ together 

Friday 22nd – Footy Day 

Friday 22nd September – Last day of Term 3, 
early dismissal 2.30pm 

Monday 9th October – Term 4 Starts 

Sunday 15th October – Bittern Spring Fair 

Friday 3rd November 
CURRICULUM DAY – no students required at 
school 

ISSUE 16 
Wednesday 13th September 2017- 

SCHOOL PHONE NO: 5983 9590 
 bittern.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au www.bitternps.vic.edu.au 
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2018 Year 5 & Year 6 RUGBY Jumpers 
We have sample sizes in the office now for you to try on so 
that you can order the right size.  

 
Further information [and order forms] will go home with 
current YR4 & YR5 students shortly. 
 

Cadel Ambrose  
Celebrating the successes of our students 

 
Cadel races in the Cadet 9 category & started racing last 
year. 
This year he has competed in all five rounds of the 
Australian Kart Championship travelling to Newcastle 
NSW, Geelong, Monarto SA, Emerald Qld & finally 
Melbourne. 
He was first at both Geelong & Melbourne & third overall 
in the Championship. 
His kart reaches speeds of up to 100km/hr & his favourite 
thing to do is drifting on a damp track! 
Congratulations Cadel! You are a role model for hard work 
and persistence. Bittern Primary School is proud of you and 
your achievements. 
 

Have your say! 
http://bit.ly/BitternPSMarketingSurvey  

Our Community Engagement Team have formulated a 
survey [above link] to assist with a marketing plan. The 
survey will be open until September 22nd and is completely 
anonymous.  
 
Tu Toa, Kia Kaha ɀ Stand Tall, Stay Strong 
Regards, 

Simone McDonald 

Principal [Acting] 

 
See you all at Assembly this 

Friday J 

For the next 2 Weeks 

 
SEPTEMBER 

18th Linc Reynolds 

24th Cooper Hill 

27th Axel Boyd 

28th Cody Richardson 

October 

5th Ashley Southgate 
      Mia Bowman 

 
NAPLAN RESULTS  

Parents of children in Year  3 and 5, 

please donõt forget to come in to the 

school office to collect your childõs 

NAPLAN report.   Thank you.  
 

PE/Sport Report 
 
Congratulations to all our sensational students who 
competed at District Athletic Sports and the students who 
will be going forward to represent us at zone next term; 

¶ Robert Cleaver – Shot Put 

¶ Maxine Green – Discus 

¶ Emma Piotrowski – Discus 

¶ Jack Carter – Long Jump 

¶ Mia Treloar – Discus  
 
Swimming 
Week two of swimming and the advances, have been huge 
– even the ability to change quickly. 
 
One of the greatest gifts you can give your child is the 
ability to be competent in the water and that means stroke 
and survival competency. The intensive program provides 
the foundation to launch from. Please do not think your 
child is water competent after just two weeks but now has 
the solid platform to launch into weekly lessons over spring 
and summer. 
 
Next Term 
Get those bike chains oiled and brakes fixed. 
We are focusing on Bike Education and triathlon later in the 
term. 
 

Mr. Espenschied 
 

NO HOTDOGS on the last day of School 

FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 
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Extend After School Care at  
Bittern Primary 
School 
 
FATHERS DAY CAKE 
DEOCRATING! 
We would like to say a 
huge thank you to Nicole 
Davis for helping bake and 
prepare all of the yummy 
food packs for our Fathers Day cakes! Everyone had a 
fantastic afternoon and learnt some great skills. Every 
parent was beyond grateful for all of effort you put in. 
 

 
GOODBYE TO MEGAN 
As many of you have already heard I will be leaving at 
the end of Term 3. I want to say a big thank you to the 
entire Bittern Primary School Community for all of the 
help and support they have given me over the past year 
and a half and I will miss you all. Thank you to all of the 
parents for allowing me to get to look after your children 
I honestly have the best job, and I know the new Team 
Leader will be fantastic and we hope to have a definite 
answer on who that will be in the coming week.  
I look forward to coming back in October for the Spring 
Fair and seeing you all again  

 
SUPERSTAR AWARD 
Zac Mur for being mature enough to miss out on baking 
a cake himself but assisting the younger children who 
needed a helping hand. Also for presenting Nicole with 
her present and cards. 
Great job Zac, we are very proud of you and happy 
birthday for next week!  

 
Whatôs on this week: September 11th- 15th  
Monday 11th:  Celebrating Zacs birthday! 
Tuesday 12th: Making Potions 
Wednesday 13th: Magic Tricks 
Thursday 14th :Sensory Slime  
Friday 15th:build a fort and racing car tracks  
 
 
 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE -  PAYMENT OF SCHOOL 
CHARGES ï ESSENTIAL ITEMS This year many 

parents have chosen to order their books from a 
different supplier than that recommended by the 
school.  Please note that the school charges (not 
stationery) are to be paid at the school office as soon 
as possible, and by the end of March at the latest.   

At this point there is over $4000 
outstanding.  
This is NOT the Voluntary Contribution, this charge is for 
items such as Mathletics, Life Education, and also covers the 
cost of providing additional materials and resources to 
students throughout the year to enhance your childôs 
learning.  This may include photocopying, shared classroom 
resources, PE  and Art equipment, classroom materials, 

license fees for specialist software.Letters to parents have 

been sent home via children. Your co-operation in this 

matter is greatly appreciated  

 



To assist us in our planning and in completing necessary council 

permits, please complete the following form and return, with fee 

payment, no later than 15 th  September 2017  

Business Name:  

________________________________________________

____________________  

Contact Name: 

________________________________________________

____________________  

Contact phone number:  

________________________________________________

______________  

Contact email:  

________________________________________________

____________________  

Description of Sta ll / Produce: 

________________________________________________

_______  

Site required (please tick):  

 5x5m site  -$35  
 

Please note:  

¶ This is an outdoor event and you will be required to provide 

your own table , shelter  (gazebo, with stabilizers)  

¶ Fee is due on or before the 15 th  September 2017 and can be 

made via direct deposit or in person at our school office. 

Account details for direct deposit are:  

BSB: 633 -000  

ACCOUNT: 143897569  

(Please state your name and òSpring Fair Market Stalló in the 

description, AND email to let us know once payment has been 

made.)  

¶ Bittern Primary School parents wishing host a stall will 

receive a $10 discount to any of the above stall fees.  

¶ We are unable to provide refunds should you be unable to 

attend for whatever reason.  

¶ If y ou would like your business advertised in our newsletters 

in the lead up to the event, please provide us with your logo 

in a jpg file format. We also have a Facebook page; 

www.facebook.com/bitter nprimaryschool     please share our 

page and feel free to share your business on it.   

 

Sue Mills     smi64009@bigpond.net.au  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fundraising news 
Save the date  

Sunday October 15 th . 

Bittern Spring Fair  
Only 2 weeks left to purchase Fair Funny Money 

and Wristbands at our discounted prices. 

After 22nd September prices go up 

Get in Early and SAVE 

Please send back the money envelopes sent home 

earlier with a small donation if you can. 

Get the kids to decorate the envelope to get them 

involved and make our MONEY TREE beautiful 

as well as a great raffle prize. Tickets will be on 

sale at the Fair. 

We would love to have as many jars as possible 

filled with child friendly items to go on our 

mystery jar activity. 

ROSTERS 

These can now be found at the office 

We are only asking for 2 hours of your time on 

the day. 

Mum, Dad, Nan, Pop, Uncle, Aunty, big 

Brother or Sister. 

Anyone can volunteer for these spots. 

Letôs make this a great Family day out. 

 
 

 

 

Briars Junior Ranger Program “WATTLE WADDLE” for 6-10 
year olds 
Mon 25 & Wed 27 Sept. and Thurs 5 October 2017. Cost: 
$18.50. 
Two sessions daily: (1) 9.30am-midday, (2) 1.00-3.30pm 
Drop child/ren off at the Visitors Centre 
BYO snack & drink in a backpack (no nuts). Booking/pre-
payment with Eventbrite: 
https://briars_jnr_ranger_program.eventbrite.com.au 
Briars Spring Spotlight Walks in the Wildlife Sanctuary 
Mon 25, Tues 26 & Wed 27 Sept. and Wed 4 & Thurs 5 
October 2017, 
7.30-9.00pm. $15 Adult, $12 Child/Concession. Meet at the 
Visitors Centre. 
BYO small torch. Walks will be cancelled when wind 
strength at and above  
35kph. These will be rescheduled or a refund provided. 
Tickets are non- 
refundable unless cancelled by staff. Booking/pre-payment 
with Eventbrite: 
https://briars_spotlight_walk.eventbrite.com.au 
 

http://www.facebook.com/bitternprimaryschool
mailto:smi64009@bigpond.net.au
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CRIBPOINT FOOTBALL AND NETBALL CLUB 

 Join us for a Grand Final brunch at 10 am or a Family Fun Day at 12.30 
pm with the AFL telecast on our large electronic scoreboard.  
The day is two events rolled into one so take your pick. Come for one 
event or come for both. Whether you are 
group of mates all in for the brunch or a family looking for a great 
afternoon's entertainment 

 

 

 
 

 
 
BELEZA SOMERVILLE  
TERM 3 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS TRADING HOURS 2017  

THE STORE WILL BE  

CLOSED  
FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER to SUNDAY 1ST OCTOBER  

WE WILL RESUME NORMAL TRADING HOURS AS OF  
MONDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2017  

THE STORE WILL BE OPEN FOR EXTENDED TRADE  

THURSDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2017  
10:00am to 5:00pm  

NORMAL TRADING HOURS  

(Effective as of 2nd July 2016)  

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri - - 10:00am to 5:00pm  

Thursday - - Closed  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Working with Children Checks 
                                                                     POLICY  

 

 
Rationale: 
 

As of the 1 August 2017, all schools are required to comply with the changes to Working with Children 2005 

Act, and ensure that any person unsuitable to be involved in óchild related workô does not do so. 

 

Aims: 

 

¶ To ensure children under our care are protected from being exposed to inappropriate people. 

¶ To ensure all people engaged in direct contact and child related work with our students are required to 

have Working with Children Checks, do so 

¶ To ensure that our school complies with the relevant Acts and laws. 

¶ To provide an environment that is safe. 

 

Implementation: 

 

¶ All workers or volunteers related in direct contact must undergo Working with Children checks prior 

to commencing work.  

¶ The definition of ódirect contactô with children has been expanded to include oral, written or 
electronic communication as well as face-to-face and physical contact. 

¶ You are considered to be performing óchild related workô if you work or volunteer at a school or 
school related activities, and you volunteer or do this work on a regular basis, and you have direct 

contact with children under 18yrs of age which is unsupervised. 

¶  A WWC Check is now required for anyone engaging in óchild-related workô regardless of whether 

contact with a child is supervised by another person or not.  This means that a volunteer or visitor 

who is supervised by a teacher must have a WWC Check if they engage in óchild related workô. 

¶ All teaching staff members are registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching, and undergo 

ongoing monitoring that satisfies Working with Children check requirements, and are therefore 

exempt.  Police officers are also exempt. 

¶ Parents who volunteer in relation to an activity in which his or her child ordinarily participates (eg: 

classroom reading) is also exempt.  If the same parent volunteers in a class or activity that his or her 

child does not ordinarily participate in, then a check is required. 

¶ School Council does not pay for Working with Children checks.  WWC Checks last for 5 years. 

¶ All people required to have Working with Children checks are issued a WWC Check Card which 

School Council expects them to display on their person at all practicable times when working or 

volunteering at the school or during school related activities. 

¶ School Council will maintain a record of volunteers with up to date WWC Checks. 

¶ School Council requires that all volunteers directly involved in school camps, excursions, sleep-

overs, teaching of swimming lessons, transport of students without staff members present, extra-

curricular activities such as school sporting teams etc all have Working with Children Checks. 

¶ School Council will consider other activities such as incursions on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Evaluation: 

This policy will be reviewed as part of the schoolôs three-year review cycle, or as required due to changes in 

relevant Acts, Laws or should situations arise that require earlier consideration. 

 

 

This policy was last ratified by School Council on....            1st September 2017   


