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DIARY DATES
2019
February

School Council Intro
Hello! I am Hannah (aka “Leon’s Mum”.) I am about to start
the second year of my term as a parent member of the school
council.
I am not sure what I expected when I first nominated for
School Council. I just wanted to get involved - and feel like I
had a better understanding of the running of the school - as
Leon started his formal education.
It has been a steep learning curve! It turns out that the School
Council has a lot of responsibilities, which are formally defined
by the Dept of Education. In fact, there are various training
sessions that are run, in order to educate members of school councils. Even though it was an
additional time commitment, I found the training very valuable.
School Council meets twice each term. We all attended the training and it has made our
meetings a much more meaningful interaction. It is great to be in the room with other
parents who are passionate about the quality and direction of the education that is provided
to all the students at Bittern PS, as well as how the school engages with the wider community.

14th Valentine’s Day
15th Assembly 2:30pm
22nd House Swimming
Sports
25th Hearing Awareness
Week
28th District Swimming
Sports

March
1st
3rd
5th

Assembly 2:30pm
Clean up Australia Day
Crazy Hair Day
(Gold coin donation for
Wigs for Kids)

There is also a lot of corporate history in the room, which means newbies like me can learn
from the collective wisdom of those who have come before.

8th Curriculum Day
11th Labour Day
19th Harmony Day
Celebration

Bittern PS is a very small school – personally, I think that is a virtue. But part of my reason for
being on School Council is to ensure that students don’t miss out on resources that larger
schools don’t think twice about. For example, the introduction of Music lessons (individual
instrument last year and class-based this year) is a direct outcome of our discussions at School
Council.

20th 5/6 Camp to Sovereign
Hill (return on the 22nd)
28th Summer Lightning
Prem
29th Assembly

So if you have ideas about how Bittern PS can flourish, don’t hesitate to get involved directly
in School Council, or to share your ideas with me or one of the other Councillors.

(wear something orange)

April
4th
5th

House Cross Country
Last day of Term
Free Dress Day
{Bring a bag of lollies for our
fate in Term 4}

Ph: (03) 5983 9590 - Email: bittern.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au - Web: www.bitternps.vic.edu.au

Term 1 = Hat Term
Overexposure to the sun's ultraviolet (UV) radiation is a major cause of skin cancer in Australia. UV damage in childhood significantly increases the risk of skin cancer - so it is important to get children thinking
about sun safety from an early age.

Mindful Matters

REMINDER


At the beginning of the school year many parents chose a payment plan for their
children's Essential Items for 2019. This is a signed commitment to make regular
payments to the school and to make full payment.



Those families who have chosen this payment plan are reminded that payments
are to be made fortnightly, and completed prior to the end of Term 1. Therefore,
your next instalment is due on Tuesday.

CSEF – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom.
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that
no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It
is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS - FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the
great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of
how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students
HOW TO APPLY
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

For Sale!
Pre Loved School Uniform
X3 sky blue short sleeve polo shirts
(with logo)
X2 navy long sleeve polo shirts (with
logo)
$10 each
See Hannah (aka “Leon’s Mum”) –
Prep/1A

A Huge Thankyou to Frank and
Lara Puglisi of Bakers Delight
Hastings for their bread
donation for our parent teacher
afternoon.

All Age Groups: Boys and Girls
NEW PLAYERS WELCOME
For all age groups
Training is starting now
Registration night Friday the 15th 5.30
Cyril Fox Oval - Crib Point
(Melways 195 B1)
For information please call:
President - Bernard Pound 0427 891 020

